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Executive
Board report
By Stefan Kiefer

Freedom, equality and solidarity – these are our country’s fundamental values. Of course, there are other
things that also matter to us: ethics, security, justice
and sustainability. But it is those first three principles
that define our society and our democracy. It hasn’t
always been that way, and we can’t take it for granted
today either. The situation in other countries – including some in the West – makes this more than clear.
We can draw two conclusions from this: firstly, we can
count ourselves lucky to live in Germany. And secondly, we must keep on preserving and defending
these values. That requires initiative and commitment.
The DFL Foundation exemplified both of these ualities once more in the 2017–18 financial year – by taking a clear public stance and by sponsoring 85 projects. Both aspects are important and consistent with
what we can, want, and must achieve as a foundation
for German professional football. We are using the
popularity of the Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 to draw
attention to social issues, and we are getting involved
on the ground where people need our help and support. This work is being done with heart and soul in our
three action areas: “Growing up healthy and active,”
“Elite sport” and “Integration and participation.”
In the 2017–18 foundation year, we focused on the
latter. This was in response to the increasing fragmentation in our society. We fought against it with around
€2.8 million, bold ideas and passionate commitment.
Our “Crossing out prejudices” initiative was the key
pillar here. The reasoning behind it was simple: we
wanted to use the appeal, role-model status and
reach of the 36 professional clubs and their stakehold-
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ers to make positive changes to people’s attitudes. In
conjunction with the Bundesliga and Bundesliga
2 clubs, we are promoting peaceful coexistence by
taking a firm stand against discrimination of all kinds.
This can only be achieved if we embrace three fundamental values: freedom, equality and solidarity.
The message “Crossing out prejudices” covers all of
these and was made the theme of matchday 27 of the
2017–18 season at the initiative of the DFL Foundation. Collaboration with all clubs and high-reach TV
adverts ensured that our message reached millions of
people. This appeal may not have struck a chord with
everyone, but it left no doubt about the values held
dear by the DFL, the DFL Foundation, the Bundesliga
and Bundesliga 2.
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It enables us to manage our projects even better and
enhance them in the future. We also help others in this
way: for instance, we are part of 36 projects relating to
each of the professional clubs. Through “Crossing out
prejudices,” we are helping these projects to join
together and improve their quality and communications. As a result, these partners can work even more
effectively now and in the future to make society more
cohesive.
Symbolic campaigns with no tangible project support
have never been our style, and that will not change. A
fair society is in everyone’s interest. It is in our country’s interest. In summer 2018, we launched a call for
tenders with the German Federal Ministry for Family
Affairs, Senior Citizens, Women and Youth and the
non-profit analysis and consultancy firm PHINEO. The
aim is to identify further projects dedicated to social
cohesion that deserve support. Social cohesion is an

issue that is close to our heart. Those who work hard
to build up relationships and social harmony need
more support – both from us and from all other parts
of society.
In this regard, our flagship project “Welcome to football” has been making a major contribution here for
three years now. It builds bridges to society for young
refugees by giving them opportunities to play football, learn language skills and gain ualifications. In
the last financial year, we supported ,500 young
people, some of whom have dramatic stories to tell
about their migration. Integrating them in the labour
market and volunteer work were key focal points here.
We have also increasingly geared our work among
refugees towards girls and young women. Unfortunately, many other integration projects do not incorporate this aspect, which is why we aim to be different
and take on a pioneering role.

ATTITUDE With the “Crossing out
prejudices” appeal, the whole of
German professional football flew
the flag for peaceful coexistence.
Photo boards and other materials
were used for this purpose.

However, committed as we are, we can achieve nothing without strong partners. We would like to thank
Kevin-Prince Boateng, our celebrity ambassadors
Manuel Neuer and Naldo and our trustees Marcel Reif
and Wolfgang Niedecken for their support. One reason
why our “Crossing out prejudices” campaign made an
impression on so many people is that the DFL’s media
partners – Sky, ARD, ZDF, Eurosport, DAZN, Sport1
and NITRO – identified with it. We are hugely grateful
for their contribution, too. If we hold out helping hands
instead of closing doors, social commitment will generate twice as much satisfaction. But much more
importantly, it will be even more effective.
Like any foundation that uses charitable funds, we
have a responsibility to look at the effectiveness of our
own actions. Stepping up our reporting is part of this.
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cation. It has gained valuable findings in the context of
a scientific study. Find out more on pages 40 and 41.
We expanded the project further in the 2017–18
financial year – both financially and in terms of scope.
We now support around 9,000 young people at 17
locations rather than 12. And numbers continue to
grow.
“Football meets culture” has also expanded to more
locations than in the previous financial year, with an
increase from 13 to 15. And values also play a key role
within this project. Our longstanding partner LitCam, a
non-profit subsidiary of the Frankfurt Book Fair, keeps
a constant eye on this. The concept is half of football
and one half of special lessons. Pupils cannot have
one without the other. One example in particular gives
an impressive illustration of the project’s approach:
the outstanding development of little Efe ztas. Go to
page 48 to read about his experience with “Football
meets culture” and the prospects he now has.

SUCCESSFUL FIGURE With a
TV advert and financial support,
the DFL Foundation connected with
Gina Lückenkemper and 249 additional
athletes in various sports as they
went to the European Athletics
Championships and other competitions.

The moving story of Hisham Jameel is one example of
the young people we are reaching with “Welcome to
football.” Starting on page 42, you can read how
Hisham fled from Mosul, crossed through seven countries and eventually found a new home in Darmstadt.
If we can do our bit to ensure that the fear and hardship of fleeing ultimately leads to an apprenticeship,
this motivates us to stay on the ball and carry on
working with empathy and passion for people with a
migration background.
Helping refugees is not the only area where it is important to remember that support is a two-way street.
This particularly applies to identification with our fundamental social values. To live them, it is first necessary to know what they are. Delivering political education and strengthening social skills are the key pillars
of the “Classroom stadium” project. The special atmosphere of football stadiums, where this project is carried out, is helpful here. This concept has also attracted
the attention of the Centre for Inclusive Political Edu-
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Whatever we do and however we do it, people are
always at the heart of our work. Each one of them is
different, with their own story and their own needs.
One man who would particularly agree with this is
Michael Mildenberger. Those who know him well call
him “Charly,” and there are many of them at TSG Hoffenheim’s ground. Michael Mildenberger is the club’s
disability o cer. We spent a day with him so that you
can get to know him, too. Once you have read the article on pages 54 to 59, you will surely share our view
that if “Charly” didn’t exist, you’d have to invent him.
The sheer amount of dedication, warmth and passion
that Michael Mildenberger and his colleagues at the
6 locations in the Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 put
into looking after disabled fans is remarkable. Our
Bundesliga “accessible stadium experience” guide also
contributes. At www.barrierefrei-ins-stadion.de, it puts
fans and disability o cers in touch with each other and
provides lots of information – from travel details to the
location of spaces for wheelchairs and seats for visually-impaired fans. You can also find a recommendation
for a wheelchair-accessible bar in which to enjoy a celebratory drink after the match.
Those who work for a professional football foundation
are also keen sportspeople. This certainly applies to all

PEOPLE ARE AT THE
HEART OF EVERYTHING
WE DO. EACH ONE IS
DIFFERENT, WITH THEIR
OWN STORY AND
THEIR OWN NEEDS.

employees of the DFL Foundation. A financial year with
no sporting success is as unthinkable for them as it is
for the Executive Board, the Foundation Board or the
trustees, many of whom were once top athletes. This
made the success enjoyed by many German athletes
in the last financial year taste all the sweeter here. We
supported 250 of them through the Youth Elite Patronage programme of the German Sports Aid foundation.
After all, our projects for “Growing up healthy” or “Integration and participation” are not the only way in which
we foster solidarity. We have also been practising solidarity for many years within the German sporting family, which has become a true story of success.
The Olympic and Paralympic talents supported by the
DFL Foundation accounted for some 40 per cent of
German medals at the Winter games in PyeongChang.
Germany’s fastest female sprinter was not one of them,
but only because hers is a summer event. Even so, she
stars in the current TV advert for the DFL Foundation–
turn to page 26 to find out more. The advert raises
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Vorstandsbericht

level of financial and partnership support of the
DFL Group. The figures demonstrate this clearly:
around three quarters of our funds came from DFL
Group donations. These contributions enabled us to
increase our funding commitment by around 28 per
cent year-on-year to over €4.8 million.
It may seem strange to put these key figures at the
end of an Executive Board report, especially as the
overall picture they present is so positive. But we are
no ordinary foundation. This applies to our financing,
which is unaffected by interest rates and the whims of
the capital markets thanks to the DFL, and it particularly applies to the core of our being as a professional
football foundation. No other major football league
has a foundation like ours, which is committed to fundamental democratic values and also actively pursues
and upholds them. For us, people come first, then the
figures. The DFL Foundation does things differently,
and intends to keep on doing so for the good of our
society.

THE DFL FOUNDATION
DOES THINGS
DIFFERENTLY AND
INTENDS TO KEEP ON
DOING SO. PEOPLE
COME FIRST, AND
THEN THE FIGURES.

01

02

FREEDOM, EQUALITY
AND SOLIDARITY
ARE COMMON
THREADS OF THE
DFL FOUNDATION’S
ACTIVITIES.

awareness of talents from German Sports Aid’s Youth
Elite Patronage programme. Something else we have
in common with them is shared values.
This also applies to the members of our Foundation
Board and our trustees. We are hugely grateful for
their support in the past financial year. And we had
the pleasure of welcoming four new arrivals: Dunja
Hayali, Magdalena Neuner, Marcel Reif and Christian
Wulff joined our trustees after the Supercup in August
2017. Sadly, we have lost one trustee whose sound
ideas and drive helped shape the DFL Foundation –
as a trustee and a former member of the Executive
Board. Tom Bender passed away far too soon on
10 August 2018 aged just 52. He is sorely missed.
Freedom, equality and solidarity are common threads
in the DFL Foundation’s activities. Our work is based
on and geared towards them. We pursued these values even more successfully in the 2017–18 financial
year, as shown in particular by the consistently high
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02

01

REINFORCEMENT
Marcel Reif, Dunja Hayali,
Magdalena Neuner and
Christian Wulff have been
serving as trustees of the
DFL Foundation since August
2017 (from left to right).
02

CONTINUITY Stefan Kiefer
(CEO) and Jörg Degenhart
(director) have been running
the DFL Foundation since
2014 (from right to left).
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FUNDING COMMITMENT
OF INCOME
DFL Group
donation

Integration and participation
1,017
1,4

2,787

The DFL Foundation has stepped up its charitable activities: funding
has more than doubled in the past two financial years. Since it was
established ten years ago, the DFL Foundation has constantly increased
its commitment to the common good.

Growing up healthy and active
676
725
441

Elite sport
296
14.9

1,154

DFB donation

1,228

11.1

IN TOTAL, THE
DFL FOUNDATION
HAS SPENT
MORE THAN
€21.5 MILLION
ON ITS SOCIAL
COMMITMENT.
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80
456

2015/16

16,719

The positive performance of the DFL Foundation is
down to the structure of its income streams. The
DFL Foundation receives the vast majority of its donations from its two benefactors. Three uarters of
incoming donations came from the DFL Group,
through a donation from DFL e.V. and from income
from the licensing process. The donation from the
German Football Association (DFB) boosted income
by a further 15 per cent. Further financial donations
and in-kind donations rounded off the income mix.

2017/18

The future of children and young people in Germany
has always been close to the DFL Foundation’s heart.
This remained the case in the 2017–18 financial year.
The DFL Foundation works with young people in its
action areas “Integration and participation” and “Growing up healthy and active.” In addition, it supports talents in over 50 different sports, helping to make elite
German sport competitive at the highest level.
2016/17

12,952
2015/16

10,58

Network and exchange

60

21,535
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2014 15

7,789
14
201

5,882
2012 1

,705
2011/12

2,608
2010/11

TOTAL FUNDING COMMITMENT FROM

2009/10

900

Interest rates in Germany are low. This has particularly
affected many foundations, as they finance their activities through fixed-interest capital gains. If these gains
largely fail to materialise, the funding budget suffers.
Conse uently, thousands of foundations have had to
reduce their social engagement in recent years. The
DFL Foundation has more than doubled its funding
commitment in this period. Since the 2015–16 financial year, it has soared by 20 per cent to over 4.8 million in the past 12 months.

Donations in kind
and project grants

Primarily through its “Crossing out prejudices” initiative, the DFL Foundation focused on strengthening so-

2016/17

2017/18

cial cohesion in the 2017–18 financial year. For instance, around 58 per cent of its funding outlay – some
2.8 million – was spent on “Integration and participation.” Conse uently, the DFL Foundation almost doubled its commitment in this area compared with the
previous year.
Young athletes also benefited from the increased
funding. They received over 1.2 million from the
DFL Foundation. Most of this money went to the talents in German Sports Aid’s Youth Elite Patronage programme in the form of financial support. In a TV advert
broadcast by the DFL’s media partners in and around
programmes with Bundesliga content, the DFL Foundation drew attention to the achievements of young
sportspeople.
Around eight per cent of the DFL Foundation’s funding
was spent on strengthening the network of the 6 professional clubs and exchange between them. The decrease in funding for “Growing up healthy and active”
was partly due to a reclassification of the “Football
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meets culture” project, which was assigned to “Integration and participation.”
The DFL Foundation structures its projects by project
category as well as action area. It separates them into
flagship, funding and small-scale projects. At 54 per
cent, the five flagship projects accounted for the lion’s
share of charitable funds during the 2017–18 financial
year: “Bundesliga guides,” “Football meets culture,”
“Classroom stadium,” “Youth Elite Patronage” and
“Welcome to football.” This reflects the rigorous continuation of the DFL Foundation’s new funding strategy that has been in place since the 2016–17 financial
year. Under this strategy, the Foundation’s activities
are focused on major projects throughout Germany
with Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 clubs, while not
neglecting medium-sized or small-scale commitments.
A total of 1 4 funding applications were submitted in
the past financial year. The DFL Foundation approved
6 per cent of them, and therefore supported 85 projects during the 2017–18 season. The administrative
cost ratio fell from 18 per cent in the previous year to
around 1 per cent. This means that an even greater
proportion of the DFL Foundation’s budget was spent
directly on project work.
Since its first full financial year in 2009–10, the
DFL Foundation has consistently increased its annual
funding outlay. It has risen from 0.9 million to more
than 4.8 million in the 2017–18 financial year. This
means the DFL Foundation is now one of the most
active and – measured in terms of annual financial
commitment – largest foundations in Germany.

gu es

in n i

THE DFL FOUNDATION
SUPPORTED

gu es

Funding commitment and income of the DFL Foundation for the
2015–16 to 2017–18 financial years at a glance

IN THE 2017–18
FINANCIAL YEAR.

INCOME in

FUNDING COMMITMENT PER
PROJECT CATEGORY

t ous nd

DFL Group donation

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

1,762

1,017

2,991

74.0

0*

0.0

DFB donation (international match for charity)
DFB donation

750
1,050

750

600

14.9

85

157

447

11.1

3,949

2,777

4,038

2016/17

2017/18

In-kind donations and project grants
Total
54.

41.2

85

4.6
Not held

Flagship
projects

Funding
projects

Small-scale
projects

FUNDING COMMITMENT PER ACTION AREA in

t ous nd

2015/16
Integration & participation
Growing up healthy

RATIO

1,017

active

2,787

57.9

676

725

441

9.1

296

1,154

1,228

25.5

80

456

60

7.5

2,369

3,767

4,816

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

Flagship projects

1,209

2, 11

2,61

54.2

Funding projects

621

60

1,98

41.2

Small-scale projects

5 9

85

Elite sport
Network and exchange
Total

2015/16

1,4

2016/17

FUNDING COMMITMENT PER PRODUCT CATEGORY in

2017/18

Total
Funding
commitment
(100 )

14

Administrative
cost ratio
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t ous nd

2,369

3,767

221

4.6

4,817

Amounts shown are rounded to thousands of euros the addition of these amounts may therefore result in rounding differences.
In some cases, capital reserves were used to finance funding activities.

15

SOCIAL
COMMITMENT

Annual Report of the DFL Foundation 2017–18

Viewpoint

Viewpoint

Crossing out prejudices –

WE as the
starting point for
good politics
A dream that will never become reality: an end to
prejudice towards and against other people. Prejudice is part of human nature. So, is fighting against
prejudice futile because there is no chance of success? No, no and no again.
People have the capacity to learn. It all depends on
the person who guides, steers or leads. WE, each and
every one of us, are the ones who guide. That applies
to guiding ourselves as well as others in settings such
as a society. From this perspective, politics isn’t just
an activity for politicians. WE shape politics by guiding people away from prejudice and fighting it.
That may sound pompous, but it isn’t. It’s realistic.
Politics has always involved an element of guidance
in one direction or another. The ancient Romans used
to call governance “gubernare.” They derived the term
from the following image: they regarded the state as
a ship. The “gubernator” was the one who guided or
steered the ship of state. The verb for what the gubernator did is “gubernare.” This gave rise to the English
verb “to govern” and its French equivalent “gouverner.” An individual was once deemed to be the
captain or helmsman of the state. This has changed in
the course of human history. Fortunately, we live in a
democracy, where power is in the hands of the
people. Here and there, many complain that it has
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PROF. MICHAEL WOLFFSOHN
Historian and social commentator. In addition, Prof. Michael Wolffsohn
was named university lecturer of the year in 2017. He has written
books such as: “Chancellor of Peace? Willy Brandt Between War and
Terror,” “German-Jewish Children of Fortune. A World History of
My Family,” “Civil Courage. How the State is Failing its Citizens,” and
“For World Peace. A Political Outline.”

become nothing but an empty word, that “the powers that be,” “politicians,” are the only ones who influence politics. This is disputable – and indeed, it must
be disputed.

only prejudiced, but also clearly ready to resort to violence. Here, fighters against prejudice need heroism
as well as the courage of conviction. Who is actually a
hero?

For example, you can’t complain that “politicians” are
doing nothing about prejudice if you won’t roll your
sleeves up and join the fight. A democracy without
active citizens is only a democracy on paper where
“the powers that be” really are the only ones in control. It follows from this that citizens who join the fight
against prejudice are engaged in politics. They are
turning democracy on paper into democracy of citizens’ action.

These days, even in Germany, there are still crowds of
people with prejudices of all kinds. Prejudices against
foreigners, migrants, Jews, Muslims, “the” church,
black people, Asians, gay, lesbian or transgender people, “right-wingers,” “left-wingers,” a football club and
so on. Instead of seeing and assessing the multifaceted nature of the individual, a group or a club, these
prejudiced crowds simply paint them all with the
same brush. As well as being immoral, this is stupid,
because it’s simply wrong.

“Me” is weaker than “we.” Although an individual can
instigate and even achieve things, they will always
ultimately be weaker than a group, a community or a
mass movement. Mass generates pressure, and not
only in physics. It also applies to the “psychology of
crowds” (Gustave Le Bon).
As far as the fight against prejudice is concerned, if
unprejudiced people find themselves in a crowd of
prejudiced people, they need the courage of conviction to say “No to prejudice.” Courage of conviction is
a much-vaunted yet fairly rare virtue. It is even riskier
when surrounded by a crowd of people who are not
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If individuals want to change this, they will make little
headway. Worse still, they will be isolated, boycotted
or even attacked by those around them. However, if
fighters against prejudice are part of a large group or
indeed a large crowd, the prejudiced ones will feel
week. They are afraid to stick their necks out. They
sense the disdain of others. They recognise that they
are a hopeless minority.
Traditional leaders, organisations, institutions and
parties, even the churches, have largely lost their
authority and with it their power to guide. For what-

ever reason, the crowds have turned away from them.
A total contrast to football. This most popular of
sports mobilises and enthuses millions of people at
the national and international level. Yet while this is a
fabulous success, it is also a huge social responsibility.
The DFL and DFL Foundation in particular have recognised this responsibility, embraced it and given it a
name – such as the “Crossing out prejudices” campaign. They have always embraced this great responsibility openly and successfully, rather than paying it
mere lip service. They practice what they preach,
based on impressive work and non-material support.
That is showing others what to do. It is politics in
action.
And without the enthusiastic football fans, the crowds
who flock to the stadium and take an active stand
against prejudice, it would be impossible. Each individual inside and outside of this crowd is a political
player, encouraged by the DFL Foundation. Not just
the political “powers that be.” “Crossing out prejudices” has reached millions of people. Many have
joined in. The “Me” becomes a crowd with power and
ethics, without giving up its individuality. This is the
spirit of freedom and the spirit for freedom – for
greater humanity.
◀
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Working for
a fairer society
With its “Crossing out prejudices” initiative, the DFL Foundation
has joined forces with the 36 Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 clubs
to combat discrimination of all kinds.

A themed matchday, a campaign and project support:
with this three-pronged approach, the DFL Foundation
is boosting social cohesion in Germany. All this is linked
with the clear message “Crossing out prejudices.” It is
particularly aimed at demagogues and rabble-rousers,
but also the rest of the German population. From 16 to
19 March, all Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 clubs put
their weight behind this appeal. At the initiative of the
DFL Foundation, matchday 27 of 2017–18 was devoted to the theme of tolerance and social harmony –
accompanied by a far-reaching campaign across all
media channels.
DFL CEO Christian Seifert; Stefan Kiefer, CEO of the
DFL Foundation Axel Hellmann, a director of Eintracht
Frankfurt Fußball AG; and Kevin-Prince Boateng unveiled the initiative at a press conference in Frankfurt
on 8 March. “With the message ‘Crossing out preju-

01

dices,’ professional football is acting to heal the divisions in our society by taking a clear stand,” said
Christian Seifert, who is also Deputy Chairman of the
Foundation Board of the DFL Foundation. “The
Bundesliga is predestined for this, because after
55 years, it provides a common reference point for
more people than ever – regardless of age, gender,
income, skin colour or religion.”
One key pillar of the initiative is the funding of projects
in the neighbourhoods of the 36 professional clubs,
geared towards a fair society. All things considered,
this commitment sets “an example that other leagues
should follow,” according to Kevin-Prince Boateng,
who was an Eintracht Frankfurt player when “Crossing
out prejudices” was launched in March 2018. In 2013,
while playing for Italian club AC Milan, he was subjected
to racial abuse from the crowd and walked off the

02

03

pitch. His team-mates followed suit. The match was
abandoned. The episode attracted attention and put
discrimination and racism in the spotlight – in football
and far beyond. Ever since, Boateng has been committed to achieving greater tolerance. “Those who
know me are aware of my views on discrimination and
how seriously I take it. Nobody should ever be
excluded or insulted because of their skin colour, religion or sexuality.”
Professional football has long been active in this field.
For many years now, the DFL Foundation has been
working towards social harmony with long-established Germany-wide flagship projects such as “Welcome to football,” “Classroom stadium” and “Football
meets culture.” Back in 2012 and 2015, professional
football took a firm stand against racism and discrimination with themed matchdays, leaving no doubt

about the values it holds dear. “When role models such
as our trustees and celebrity ambassadors embody
values such as tolerance, respect and humanity, it gets
noticed and triggers something in people’s minds,”
says Stefan Kiefer. “This has always been the aim of
our initiative.”
“Crossing out prejudices” is having a huge impact,
already 21 times greater than that of the 2015 integration initiative. A key success factor is the intensive
collaboration between the DFL Foundation and the
DFL’s media partners. Sky, ARD, ZDF, Eurosport, Sport1,
NITRO and DAZN have all signed up to this good
cause. Along with TV adverts, lots of TV and online
articles have been aired in high-reach formats – including the TV programmes ‘Sportschau,’ ‘das aktuelle
Sportstudio’ and ‘Doppelpass,’ Eurosport’s Bundesliga
coverage and Sky’s BundesligaKonferenz’ show.

04

PRESENCE The “Crossing out
prejudices” initiative was present in
all major Bundesliga TV formats
around matchday 27 of the
2017–18 season. All Bundesliga
and Bundesliga 2 clubs joined
forces with the DFL Foundation to
fight discrimination and work
towards a fair society.

20
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The DFL Foundation’s trustees and celebrity ambassadors have been instrumental in the popularity of
“Crossing out prejudices.” Both Marcel Reif and Wolfgang Niedecken have been seen in the social-media
adverts and various TV formats. Kevin-Prince Boateng
and DFL Foundation celebrity ambassadors Manuel
Neuer and Naldo have also featured in the DFL Foundation’s campaign.

Integration and participation

“DISCRIMINATION AND
EXCLUSION HAVE NO
PLACE IN OUR SOCIETY.”
Manuel Neuer, FC Bayern München

This commitment is backed up with firm project funding. The DFL Foundation supports 36 programmes in
the neighbourhoods of the professional clubs financially as well as providing help with communication
and content. All projects have a common goal: to
strengthen social cohesion. Employees of the lead
partners receive training opportunities and engage in
interaction that benefits all parties.
The network platform “clubheim.dfl-stiftung.de” helps
to achieve this. Social stakeholders from the sports
sector, partners of the DFL Foundation, professional
clubs and amateur clubs come together here. Offerings
range from help with charitable activities to network
events to training. In addition, the 36 projects receive
assistance in communicating their work to give it a
wider audience and encourage others to emulate and
support it.

IMPACT Through the involvement of Manuel Neuer,
Naldo, Kevin-Prince Boateng,
Marcel Reif and Wolfgang
Niedecken as well as TV adverts
and media campaigns, an
audience of millions was reached.
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Crossing out
prejudices
The campaign in figures

1,08
billion contacts reached

times more contacts have been made
o
ed it t e
integ tion initi ti e

4

1,602

Matchday
Feature

media items

Bundesliga

712

Sportschau

per cent of print reports
were exclusively dedicated
to “Crossing out prejudices”

3 400

TV items

792

98

210

print items

Funding of 36 projects
for social cohesion in the
neighbourhoods of the
professional clubs
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Konferenz

Presence in all major TV formats

3 6

191
Potential reach
(in millions)

99 per cent neutral to positive reporting

Uniform measures
at all 18 match locations
on matchday 27 of the
2017–18 season, included
photobooks, T-shirts
for players, stadium
announcements, campaign
matchballs and more

das
aktuelle
Sportstudio

items on social media

online items

million contacts reached on Facebook and Twitter alone

100
Bundesliga

Doppelpass

5

Intensive collaboration between the
DFL Foundation
and the media
partners of the DFL
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Elite sport

My younger self
Gina Lückenkemper’s life is defined by dreams, targets and success.
The young sprinter is driven by an inner strength. The DFL Foundation
dedicated a TV advert to the 22-year-old, representing all athletes
supported by German Sports Aid. By Maximilian Türck

Gina Lückenkemper is on time, but tired. She tries in
vain to stifle a yawn. No wonder – it is only 6:52 a.m.,
and she is already at the track. At the Hamburg-Winterhude indoor athletics hall, the sprinter, born in
Hamm in 1996, is having an extraordinary start to the
day. Getting up early has long been second nature to
her. She is also well accustomed to running on the
reddish synthetic surface. But it’s not every day that
she does it in front of half a dozen spotlights, three
cameras and about 40 people.
Gold at the 2015 European Athletics Junior Championships, fourth place in the 4 x 100 metres relay at
the 2016 Olympics and the 2017 World Championships, the fastest time by a female German sprinter in
the 100 metres since 1991 – as Gina Lückenkemper’s
list of achievements grows, so does the amount of
attention she attracts. And today, she is shooting her
first TV advert. “I’ve never known anything like this,”
she says. The DFL Foundation is responsible for this,
having selected Gina as the star of its new advert.
Every year, the DFL Foundation champions German
Sports Aid’s Youth Elite Patronage scheme with a new
TV advert. In conjunction with German Sports Aid, it
supports talents in over 50 different sports. Gina Lückenkemper appreciates the financial and non-material
support of professional football. “I wouldn’t be where
I am today without the Youth Elite Patronage funding.”
Whether she is referring to her current role as an
actress or her sporting career remains open to speculation. The fact is that Gina Lückenkemper has long
been a big name and a medal contender at the international level, too.
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For once, today is not about sporting medals. Yet
there are still signs of tension. Someone behind Gina
shouts in a shrill voice, “Faster, faster ” And Gina takes
note. She speeds up the sled attached to a harness
system on her upper body. Despite the weight on it,
the sled lifts up slightly at the front. It then slides at
breath-taking speed across the green turf around the
red track.
The sled comes to a standstill, and Gina looks back at
it. A blonde girl with blue eyes is sitting on the sled. It
is eight-year-old Franziska Lührs. She is playing Gina’s
younger self. There is a striking similarity between
them. Franziska is wide awake. She is a little ray of
sunshine who clearly enjoys a prank. Just like the adult
Gina, whom she is constantly spurring on with a megaphone and whistle.
“Most athletes are probably accompanied by their
younger selves in training every day,” says Germany’s
fastest woman. “Many of us have been chasing our
dreams since we were little and watched the Olympics for the first time.” The whistle blows relentlessly
once more. Gina sprints again, and the sled zooms
across the turf at tremendous speed. Franziska loves
it. Gina gasps, smiles mischievously and says: “Your
younger self is the one who sometimes gives you the
kick you need to keep going instead of giving up.”
Today’s date is 8 March 2018. In just a few months,
Gina Lückenkemper will give yet another demonstration of her will to win. The European Athletics Championships are being held in Berlin in August. A home fixture. What she doesn’t yet know is that it will be
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the breaks in shooting. And Gina has kept on putting
her all into the numerous sprints.
Shooting comes to an end and post-production
begins. The resultant video material is edited, cut and
set to music on a computer. Two days’ filming is turned
into a 0-second TV advert. When it’s all over, Gina
Lückenkemper draws the same conclusion as millions
of Germans a short while later after her performances
at the European Athletics Championship: “I’m proud of
the end product.”

01

PREPARATION A spray bottle
is used to create the impression
of sweat on her face.

01

02

02

a successful one. Gina will win silver in the 100 metres
and bronze over the same distance in the relay. At
today’s shoot at the Hamburg-Winterhude athletics
hall, she is really looking forward to it. “Even as a small
child, it was always my dream to line up at a big international athletics tournament in my home country,”
she says. Gina Lückenkemper shares this desire with
lots of young athletes. It is a mix of longing and ambition, and is captured by the message to be shown at
the end of the advert: “Those who fight for their dream
from childhood deserve support.”
Supporting the best of the best and e uipping German
elite sport for the international arena: that is the aim of
the DFL Foundation and German Sports Aid. Over 550
athletes have already been supported by Youth Elite
funding from German Sports Aid, and it has paid off
with nearly 500 medals so far at World and European
Championships, the Olympics and Paralympics.
What an encouragement for the younger generation.
“I do artistic gymnastics,” says Franziska. “Two hours,
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ON SET Gina is spurred on
by Franziska, her younger self.

three times a week.” In the breaks between filming,
Gina Lückenkemper prepares her muscles and tendons for the next exercise. Franziska is often by her
side. “This little one has made a big impression on
me.” And the same will apply to the millions of people
who can watch the finished advert on programmes
with Bundesliga content from 21 April 2018 on Sky,
Eurosport, ARD, SPORT1 and NITRO.
For young athletes like Gina Lückenkemper, the TV
spot is a huge honour. It is a welcome incentive to
keep on the rocky path to success, trophies and medals. For cheeky little Franziska, it is a step towards her
chosen career. She wants to be an actress. Her partner
for the day has no doubt she will succeed. “She has
done a really professional job. We’ve had lots of fun
together,” says Gina Lückenkemper after two draining
days on set at the athletics hall in Hamburg. Sweat is
pouring down her face. What was simulated with artificial spray from a water container at the start of the
two days of shooting now comes naturally. The
sprinter has had to keep on warming up because of
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Elite sport
unifies
At the initiative of the DFL Foundation, the 2017 Supercup reflected
the partnership between professional football and German Sports Aid –
another milestone in this longstanding cooperation.

Black letters on a white background proclaimed: “Elite
sport unifies.” The DFL Foundation applied this slogan
to the 2017 Supercup between Borussia Dortmund
and FC Bayern München in German Sport Aid’s 50th
year. To mark this longstanding cooperation, the
match reflected the partnership between German
professional football and German Sports Aid in order
to draw attention to the joint support of talents in
50 different sports. In particular, the slogan was displayed on a large banner and the LED boards in soldout SIGNAL IDUNA PARK before and while the teams
took the field.
By this point, Pauline Grabosch (Erfurt), four-time
junior world track cycling champion Niko Kappel
(Welzheim), Paralympic shot-put champion and Elisabeth Seitz (Stuttgart), bronze medallist on the uneven bars at the European Artistic Gymnastics Championships, were already on the pitch. Beforehand, they
had carried the three most coveted trophies in German football into the stadium. “German Sports Aid
and the DFL Foundation made it possible for us to
compete at the elite level when we were very young
athletes,” said Pauline Grabosch, who presented the
Bundesliga shield to the 81,360-strong crowd before
the teams took to the field. “Getting to the very top
doesn’t just take talent, intense training and ambition.
It also takes financial security.” Niko Kappel, keeping a
careful eye on the Supercup, had no problems with
the 5.5-kilogramme trophy. “I’m used to holding and
handling heavy objects,” grinned the shot-putter. He
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seemed impressed by how much attention the crowd
at the sold-out Dortmund stadium paid him: “That
was a uni ue experience for me.” Like Elisabeth Seitz,
who carried the DFB-Pokal onto the pitch, Pauline
Grabosch and Niko Kappel benefited from German
Sports Aid’s Youth Elite funding, which is wholly
financed by the DFL Foundation. “Marching into the
stadium was massive,” said Seitz about her experience at the Supercup. They were greeted with loud
applause on their arrival, including by athletes who
receive Youth Elite funding. These athletes were
invited to attend the match together by the DFL Foundation. The DFL Foundation had already organised a
meeting of all funded talents beforehand. Double
Olympic biathlon champion Magdalena Neuner, a
trustee of the DFL Foundation, shared valuable experience and knowledge with them.
“The DFL and the DFL Foundation have genuine
respect for the athletes – out of solidarity, out of love
for sport, and because professional football knows
how privileged it is,” says Dr Michael Ilgner, Chairman
of the Management Board of German Sports Aid.
There have already been many milestones in the
past – including themed matchdays, TV adverts, print
adverts and activities on social media. In 2017, the
focal points were partnership-based collaboration
and solidarity within the German sporting family. The
shared values “Performance. Fair play. Cooperation.”
bind everyone together. The aim is to give the best
the best possible support.
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EXPERIENCE Pauline Grabosch, Niko Kappel
and Elisabeth Seitz presented the Bundesliga
shield, the Supercup and the DFB-Pokal to the
81,000 fans at SIGNAL IDUNA PARK.

German professional football shares these ideals of
German Sports Aid. “With its foundation, the DFL has
proved to be a crucial factor here,” says Ilgner. The
partnership was extended and expanded in August
2016 at the Annual General Meeting of what is now
DFL Deutsche Fu ball Liga e.V. Since then, the
DFL Foundation has also been working to help
Paralympic and deaf talents, thus financing all aspects
of the German Sports Aid Youth Elite programme. A
total of 550 talents in 50 sports have already received
funding with the support of professional football. The
results have been outstanding: this involvement has
already produced close to 500 medals.
◀
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Solidarity with
the German
sporting family
A fictitious athlete’s journey to the world number one
and how the DFL Foundation has helped her
1 Lisa joins a swimming club.

2

e
ie es e
st i to ies t t e n tion
level in the German championships.

3 Lisa is picked for the national team, receives
educational opportunities and is approved for
training at national training centres.

Lisa
11 Lisa becomes world champion at the World Aquatics
Championships. She is
accepted for the next funding
level of German Sports Aid.

10 A big stage for Lisa and two other
t etes efo e i -o t e
present the Bundesliga shield,
the Supercup and the DFB-Pokal
to the Supercup crowd. Lisa
has never appeared in such a
big setting.

12 Following her top-level international
performances, Lisa outgrows Youth Elite
funding and is accepted for German Sports
Aid’s Elite funding programmes by
the expert panel that features a host of
former athletes.
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13 Lisa takes part in her
st
i s nd ins

9 The DFL Foundation
invites Lisa to the
annual Youth Elite
meeting at the
Supercup.

14
ed .

8 The DFL Foundation gives Lisa a
n tion ide o e in e
n
through a TV advert in support of
talents in over 50 sports. The
advert is aired for several months
during Bundesliga programming.

n
ount of e su ess is
s u i ed fo
the “German Sports Aid Club of the Best”
funded by DFL. Athletes from over 50 sports
assemble here to do sport together and
celebrate their success.
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7 Lisa receives a total of
€2,400 per year from
the DFL Foundation
plus a performancerelated bonus of €500
as part of German
Sports Aid’s Youth Elite
funding.

6 The expert panel at German Sports Aid
discusses Lisa’s acceptance for Youth Elite
funding. As she is deemed capable of
taking part in the Olympics, she has a good
chance of succeeding.

15 Lisa’s career is fully up and running.
She is regularly among the best performers
at the World Championships, European
Championships and Olympics.

5 Lisa wins a medal at
the Junior World
Championships – the
main acceptance
criterion for Youth Elite
funding, for which she
is now proposed by
the German Swimming
Federation.

16 After numerous victories and experiences,
Lisa retires. A tribute is paid to her at
Sport Aid’s “Junior Athlete of the Year” event.

4 An expert panel at German Sports
Aid states that Lisa is capable of
becoming world number one in four
to eight years. She now receives her
st n n i su o t.

17 German Sports Aid helps Lisa
start a new career.
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It’s cold. The January sky is dull and grey. Wolfgang
Niedecken is freezing, but cheerful. The fact that his
wife Tina is with him must have something to with it.
But the familiar surroundings may have cheered him
up, too. Müngersdorf, RheinEnergieSTADION. The
spiritual home of football fans in Cologne. The frontman of the German rock band BAP has been one of
them for as long as he can remember. 1. FC Köln is his
club, and always has been. He has lost count of the
number of times he’s been to the stadium.

Broadening
horizons
“Classroom stadium” has already brought civic education
to more than 45,000 young people. The girls and
boys taking part in the project are as diverse as the
subjects it covers. Inclusion ambassador Markus Rehm
and trustee Wolfgang Niedecken meet them in
Müngersdorf. By Maximilian Türck
36
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Wolfgang Niedecken’s scarf is blue and turquoise, not
red and white. Today, for once, he has not come to
the stadium as a football fan. He is here as a trustee
of the DFL Foundation. In June 2017, the foundation
extended its “Classroom stadium” project to Cologne,
sponsored by Kölner Fanprojekt, a social-education
initiative run by fans in Cologne. It is geared towards
young people who mainly attend secondary and
special-needs schools. The fascinating “Classroom
stadium” project encourages them to embrace civic
education. Tolerance, prevention of violence, discrimination – all these topics and many more are on the
agenda. The rock musician finds this exciting: “I really
wanted to see this for myself and apply my own
experience.”
He takes a uick look to his right. Football shirts, flags
and tracksuits are on display in the window of the club
shop. Then Wolfgang Niedecken goes into the stadium’s museum. Twelve young people are already waiting for him, surrounded by trophies and photos of
past club heroes. The BAP frontman says hello and
introduces himself. It soon becomes clear that the
14-to-18-year-olds have only vaguely heard of
Kölschrock, a genre unique to Cologne. “We have a
genuine rock star here today,” says social-education
worker Carsten Blecher. He and his colleague Nina
Brunnenberg are leading today’s session. They are

part of Kölner Fanprojekt, which is responsible for the
classroom in Müngersdorf. The young people are
clearly impressed, and get a bit shy. But not for long.
Wolfgang Niedecken is soon part of the group, joining
in the discussion just like the rest. One of his human
qualities is the ability to treat everyone with appreciation and respect. The two social-education workers
call this a “social skill.” Nina Brunnenberg and Carsten
Blecher explain the next agenda item. The room will
be split into two halves, each of them representing
something. One will be the “me” side and the other
the “not me” side. Two signs identify the two territories. Now, Nina and Carsten ask uestions: “Which of
you are fans of 1. FC Köln?” The vast majority move
towards the “me” side. One of the few who hasn’t
joined them is Markus Rehm. The Paralympic champion is also visiting “Classroom stadium.” This is also
on behalf of the DFL Foundation. He is its inclusion
ambassador. He is standing on the “not me” because
as an athlete, he represents Bayer 04 Leverkusen, a
local rival of 1. FC Köln.
“Which of you are good at singing?” Cue lots of laughter, as Wolfgang Niedecken doesn’t think he is, so
goes to the “not me” section with everyone else. He
explains that he has met too many brilliant singers in
his life to count himself among them. The room goes
quiet. Yet there is a clear sense of what the young
people are thinking. Indeed, you can practically hear it.
Although they have never heard a BAP hit, they are
keen to contradict the Kölsch rocker. Wolfgang Niedecken gives them another lesson in social skills. It’s
called modesty.
“Which of you can jump further than eight metres?” Of
course, Markus Rehm is now standing by himself. His
personal best is 8.48 metres – a world record. “Who is
wearing an artificial limb ” Silence. Again, no one
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01

01

EXCHANGE “Classroom stadium” is all about
critical but constantly respectful dialogue.
02

A RAY OF LIGHT RheinEnergieSTADION
has been acting as an extracurricular learning
venue since 2017.
02

joins the para-athlete. The girls and boys are amazed.
Carsten Blecher grins. His plan has worked. He asks
everyone to sit down in a circle. There, Markus Rehm
rolls up his right trouser leg. He takes off two socks
with which he has padded his shoe in the place where
the young people have their right ankle. “At 14, I had
a wakeboarding accident,” he tells them. “My right
lower leg got caught in the boat’s propeller. It had to
be amputated.”
A sense of shock soon gives way to uestions: What is
like without a second lower leg Does the artificial
limb hurt? How did you get it? All questions are
answered. Then, Markus Rehm delves into his bag. He
has brought something with him: one of his Paralympic gold medals. It is handed round. Everyone is
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allowed to touch it. Markus explains that the medals
are filled with little steel balls. There’s a good reason
for that. Visually-impaired and blind people can tell
from the sound whether they have been given the
right medal. There are 16 balls in the bronze medal,
20 in the silver one and 28 in the gold one. The young
people are fascinated. They hang on Markus Rehm’s
every word. Turning away from the subject of medals,
he gives them an important message linked with his
own story: “Even if you have an obstacle in life, you
can achieve an incredible amount.”

them provocative, are to be assessed via a tra c-light
system. “Don’t you understand? Are you retarded?”
gets the red light from the young people. The consensus is that it is demeaning. Each of the statements discussed now involves a change of perspective. The
young people are asked to identify with situations and
people who face demeaning expressions and actions.
This creates understanding. “Incorporating this into an
individual’s own experience helps them to develop,”
says Wolfgang Niedecken. Being receptive to other
points of view is important, he adds.

Until now, the girls and boys had their own, completely different ideas of people with disabilities.
“Classroom stadium” broadens horizons. The next
exercise does this, too. A series of statements, some of

Indeed, some controversial issues are currently being
discussed in many places. Opinions clash. He enjoys
this open debate. “Talking to people, having a conversation – it’s fun,” he says. “Discussing things openly
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and honestly is very important to me.” This is already
happening in 17 locations throughout Germany with
the support of the DFL Foundation (as of June 2018).
They are organised and advised by the professional
umbrella organisation Lernort Stadion e.V. Since January 2018, the association has also been supported by
the German Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women and Youth.
Above the RheinEnergieSTADION, the sun is piercing
through the clouds. The red and white stands are
bathed in rays of sunshine. The museum is starting to
brighten up. Carsten Blecher thanks the young people,
Markus Rehm and Wolfgang Niedecken, who is a bit
disappointed at the end: “It could easily have gone on
for another hour.”
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Classroom
stadium
Findings from the scientific study by the
Centre for Inclusive Civic Education (ZipB)

Learning takes place in the context
of dialogue. Emotions play a major
role here.

Civics can be discovered everywhere and linked
with the topics at the learning location –
such as co-determination in the football team,
team spirit and fairness on the pitch.

Pupils have a real need for inclusive
education options.

A bond between young people
and their teacher stems from mutual
respect.

Respect and a bond are essential to
creating an exciting learning environment.

The “football” context gives rise to additional civic
topics that are also of interest to young people who
prefer other sports or activities.

Stadion

Respectful and appreciative methods prevent
onfli t. o
etition nd o
etiti e situ tions
n t igge onfli t.

Classroom stadium also
appeals to young people who
are not interested in football.

Controversial discussions
require good relationships and
bonds between participants.

Debates about civic issues can be highly emotive.
Without a strong bond between the discussion
ti i nts onfli ts n ise t t ut oo e tion
at risk.

Civic discussions and actions are
also possible with people who regard
themselves as apolitical.

Young people look for places beyond school
routines and performance expectations.

UMKLEIDEKABINE

Collaboration in a group promotes
a bond between its members.
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A bond is essential to inclusive
education. Establishing and
stabilising it is a major challenge.

For pupils, a class community characterised
by respect is the counter-concept to violence,
bullying and discrimination.
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Good materials give participants the
impression that they are respected.

Materials can support inclusive
processes and ease the workload of
te
ing st .

To enable good inclusive civic education options,
t e
ti i nts need ti e to efle t nd de e o
together.
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From Mosul
to Darmstadt
In 2014, the year before the wave of migration to Europe,
the DFL Foundation set up a project. “Welcome to football” helps
young refugees to integrate into society. One of them is Hisham
from Iraq. This is his story. By Maximilian Türck

“Football is my life,” says Hisham Jameel. And football
really has shaped his young life. The “Welcome to
football” project has helped him to settle in a new
country with a completely different culture and an
unfamiliar language. But first things first. Although he
is only 23 years old, Hisham has already led an eventful life. He was born in Mosul, Iraq, in 1995. Six years
later, he started school. Hisham was a good pupil. At
the age of 18, he took school-leaving exams without
repeating a year. He started an IT degree, before soon
realising that he had made the wrong choice.
But it was not too late to change tack. He did this a
short while later. Hisham’s passion is sport. Those who
know him well would not be surprised by the subject
he studied next. After a semester of IT, he switched to
sports science. Despite his slight detour into the world
of binary, Hisham’s education progressed smoothly,
with no major obstacles. There were also no problems
on the family front. Hisham’s parents are loving and
caring. He is close to his sister.
In 2016, Hisham turned 21. Murder, violence and
chaos – war was raging around the Jameel family. He
can hardly remember a life without turmoil. Bomb
attacks, armed conflict and torture are everyday
occurrences in Iraq. Then as now, the country was
divided. Sunnis, Shiites, Kurds – each of them had
their own territory. International law and human rights
were being violated on a daily basis. The Iraqi people
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were suffering. Hisham lived in fear. He saw no future
for himself in Iraq, and had no idea how things would
progress.
“I didn’t feel safe,” he says today. Hisham is sitting on
a chair in his apartment in Darmstadt. Germany was
his dream country when he lived in battle-scarred
Iraq. Safety, order and good football. Hisham is a fan
of the German style of play. He admires the strong
youth system. Word that German professional clubs
have centres of excellence for developing young players has got as far as Iraq.
For the past two years, Hisham has had first-hand
experience of football in Germany. Thanks to “Welcome to football,” he trains on Tuesdays and

STRONG To escape violence and fear,
Hisham crossed seven countries to get from Iraq
to Germany. His willpower and positive
attitude helped him reach his new home.
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01

02

01 | 02

DETERMINED Hisham knows
what he wants and what it
takes – when playing football at
the Merck Stadium am Böllenfalltor and learning German at
his apartment in Darmstadt.

Thursdays at TG Bessungen and SV Weiterstadt without a player passport or a membership fee. The integration programme initiated by the DFL Foundation
has been in place since summer 2015. The Bundesliga
and Bundesliga 2 clubs cooperate with amateur clubs
and local organisations. “The project helps me integrate into society,” says Hisham. “Integrate” is a di cult
German word, one not everyone would have learned
after just two years in Germany. But for Hisham, it is full
of meaning. He aims to adapt and settle in quickly.
“Welcome to football” is helping him to do this.
Hisham is wearing a green top. The walls are white,
the floor is clean. It’s summer outside. The dark green
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leaves on the trees are rustling in the gentle breeze,
and it is pleasantly warm. Deep in thought, he looks
out of the window to his right. “It was cold,” he says. In
winter 2016, he set off to leave Ira and his fears
behind. His uncle came with him. They are the strongest ones in their family, and this journey demands
physical strength. Ten days on foot, on an overcrowded inflatable dinghy and by train. “I had no
change of clothes,” he recalls. His Iraqi warm-weather
clothes were not enough for the Central European
winter. “In Iraq, it can get up to 40 or 50 degrees,” he
says. On his journey, he had to contend with temperatures as low as -10 degrees Celsius. “It was tough to
cope with.”
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Hisham’s journey was also mentally demanding. Being
separated from his parents and sister is painful. He
has no idea when or if he will see them again. He
keeps in contact with them via WhatsApp. The separation from his family, friends, and acquaintances was
only part of it. There were also harrowing experiences
on the way to Germany. What upset him most was the
poor health of several children. “They had to experience so many bad things. They deserved better,” he
says. Defying cold weather, painful separation and
hardship, Hisham travelled through Turkey, Greece,
Macedonia, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia and Austria to
Germany. “Thank God I made it,” he says in very good
German, less than two years after this ordeal.

“THE PROJECT HELPS ME
INTEGRATE INTO SOCIETY.”
Hisham Jameel, Trainee
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FRIENDLINESS Hisham loves to
laugh, including at work. He does
so with his clients at the fitness studio,
as shown here with power athlete
Bogdan Diester (left).

“MANY PEOPLE ARE DOING
WELL, BUT EVERYONE
CAN LOOK TO HISHAM AS
AN EXAMPLE.”
Jonathan Prinz, SV Darmstadt 98

At the start of his new life in Darmstadt, Hisham lived
in a shared apartment with four Germans. “They really
helped me to improve my language skills,” he says
with a warm smile. In the mornings, he attends a B2
language course at a language school. He has an
impressive vocabulary. At first, he struggled with the
grammar in particular. Choosing the right article is still
a challenge, but he is getting better at it all the time.
He has settled in Germany quickly, and is familiar with
the food, his surroundings and the people. Instead of
fear of contact, he has friends. They include several
Arabs who are fellow refugees, as well as lots of Germans. He met quite a few of them through “Welcome
to football.” Now, he has made the step up to regular
club football.
“I play for Germania Eberstadt in the A-Liga.” Hisham’s
eyes light up. Football means a lot to him. The game
itself, the contact with others – Hisham thrives on it,
needs it like oxygen. He also pursues this passion for
the sport away from the pitch and the white lines. At a
vocational training fair held by SV Darmstadt 98, he
made contact with a local fitness studio. In February
2018, the other aim of “Welcome to football” alongside sporting and language opportunities was fulfilled: help with finding a job or volunteer work. Hisham
was given an internship.
“It took me two to three weeks to write a decent application,” he recalls. As part of the project, refugees
receive application training, help with dealing with the
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authorities and with forms. Hisham impressed his
new employer with his positive demeanour and good
German. “As an employee, you need to be friendly and
open, to welcome people with a smile,” says Hisham.
This is no problem for him, as it comes naturally. “I
have come to know him as an open young man who
is keen to settle here, come here, find friends and
shape his own life,” says Jonathan Prinz, who is
responsible for “Welcome to football” at SV Darmstadt
98. “Many people are doing well, but everyone can
look to Hisham as an example.”
The concept of “Welcome to football” also has roots in
the German Children and Youth Foundation, which still
acts as lead partner. It is financed by the German Federal Government Commissioner for Migration, Refugees and Integration and the DFL Foundation, which
also initiated “Welcome to football” and its rollout to
2 locations throughout Germany. Hisham appreciates
the good conditions, well-maintained pitch, clean
dressing room and professional training. “A bit better
than in Ira ,” he grins. He is an attacking midfielder and
loves to finish things off. The same proved to be the
case at work. For his boss at the fitness studio, Hisham
hit the target. He offered the 2 -year-old a traineeship.
Hisham has come to a new home and a new life. “I
have integrated into society well,” he says. He has had
to travel a long way to do this: from East to West, from
Mosul to Darmstadt. Football has been his constant
companion and made a real difference in his life.
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“FOOTBALL IS A
WAY OF GETTING
THROUGH TO
CHILDREN. IT’S NOT
AS EASY WITH
GERMAN OR ART.”
Bernadetta Lamch, Teacher

Towards the end of the second half, Efe draws a picture. It is nearly 4 p.m., and the school day has been
long and tiring, but Efe wields his crayons with abandon. Black and orange, but not yellow. That would be
fatal, even though it would be appropriate for the leopard that is appearing on the page. “Why are you drawing a leopard?” asks teacher Bernadetta Lamch.
“Because it’s fast, just like me!” And why orange instead
of yellow? Efe rolls his eyes.
Ah yes, we’re in Gelsenkirchen, in the district of Schalke,
to be precise: home to a not insignificant football club
whose players play in royal blue. Black and yellow are
the colours of their rivals from the neighbouring city of
Dortmund.

The colours
of the rainbow
The “Football meets culture” project now links sport and education at
15 locations. Nearly 600 children throughout Germany benefit from
this. One of them is Efe from Gelsenkirchen. By Sven Goldmann
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Efe Öztas is eleven years old and in the fourth year at
the Rainbow School in Schalke. “Of course, I support
Schalke,” he says, although Barcelona is also fine, especially Lionel Messi. Efe is dressed in sports kit, just like
every Tuesday and Thursday between 2 and 4 p.m.,
when school is actually done, but things are only just
getting started for Efe and his friends Mubarak, Enrico,
Baschar and Arda. Thirty boys and girls. All of them are
part of the “Football meets culture” project run by LitCam, a non-profit subsidiary of the Frankfurt Book Fair.
The programme is funded by the DFL Foundation and
delivered in conjunction with local football clubs. Not
surprisingly, in the Rainbow School’s case, this is
FC Schalke 04, represented by their scout Marc Gebler.
Since 2007, the project has been devoted chiefly to
children with language di culties, and now covers

15 locations. One half is football, one half is education
in German or art, or even both together, and sometimes maths, too. Marc Gebler has been involved for
ten years, and Bernadetta Lamch is in her seventh year
of doing the job. She is a uiet woman with a firm
voice: very important in a lesson late in the day as she
tries to make the hyper children understand that verbs
and adjectives are appealing, even though they may
not seem as exciting as crossing and dribbling. “Football is a way of getting through to children,” says the
teacher. “It’s not as easy with German or art.”
Bernadetta Lamch moved to Gelsenkirchen from
Poland 30 years ago. Her father was a miner: a classic
Schalke story. As far back as the 1820s, one in three
miners came from Silesia. Schalke was a workers’ district in those days, but things are harder today. “I
wouldn’t say this is a problem school, but we do have
some issues,” says Bernadetta Lamch. Eighty per cent
of the pupils have a migration background, some
come from socially deprived areas, and others have
language di culties. “Our project is really helpful
there,” for instance for pupils like Efe. A wiry lad with
long legs and black hair, a stray curl of hair brushes his
face.
Bernadetta Lamch has known Efe since he was in his
first year at school. “A charming kid, but very immature,” he had to repeat his second year. His mother registered him with neighbouring club Erle 08 early on:
“Even as a small child he loved football. But he was so
shy and afraid of playing with the bigger boys.” When
Efe first joined the project, he didn’t want to go on
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the end-of-year trip, which is highlight of school life
every year for the 30 third and fourth- year pupils who
are eligible. Every May or June, they spend a weekend
together at one of 15 project locations, with a big tournament, an evening film show and a sleepover. Efe
was eventually talked into it and didn’t even mind that
his first outing was to Dortmund, of all places.
Just after 2 p.m., they get started. Bernadetta Lamch
divides the 30 pupils into two groups. Under her
supervision, the younger ones do the cultural part
first. Efe and the others get to have a kickabout under
the watchful eye of Marc Gebler. They are lucky that
the rain forecast for today hasn’t come. Otherwise, the
football half of the weekly Tuesday project would
probably have been cancelled, as the school’s sports
hall is currently being renovated and the assembly hall
that Marc Gebler sometimes resorts to isn’t available
either. It doesn’t matter that the sports field is locked
at the moment – the children set up two temporary
goals on the stone slabs of the school yard, where
basketball is usually played.
“The surface isn’t ideal,” says Gebler. “But we never
used to mind where we played anyway. All that mattered was that we had a ball.” He eagerly gets the ball
out, but playing has to wait. Efe, Mubarak, Enrico and
the others have to dance through bars and hoops, a
real test of coordination, and when they finally reach
the centre circle, the coach shouts a word to them.
“Sing!” Adjective or verb? Only those who know can
run with the ball towards the correct goal. Left for
adjective, right for verb. Next time, he gives them little
maths questions. None of them complains while they
are allowed to have the ball at their feet.
Efe is right-footed, and of course he’s an expert at the
Zidane turn: touching the ball with one sole and then
the other, while twisting around once. Next time, he
feints in the middle and goes past Mubarak on the
outside. Just like Schalke legend Stan Libuda used to
do, the great winger from the 1960s, of whom Schalke
fans used to say: nobody gets past God – apart from
Stan Libuda!
BALANCE When playing football,
the children get rid of excess energy
and can let off steam. That helps
Efe and his friends focus in class.
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“attacking midfield or striker” like Nabil Bentaleb or
Lionel Messi. Considering that 15 children have been
dribbling and tackling in the stony school yard, things
are surprisingly uiet at first. Bernadetta Lamch wants
to talk about mascots. “Can any of you tell us about
them?” Hmm. “Like a kind of animal that looks after the
club?” It’s not so hard after all! Bernadetta Lamch nods,
narrows down the term a little more and finally shows
a first club mascot on the smartboard. “Do you know
who that is? And which club it belongs to?” Everyone
shouts. Of course! Erwin! A royal blue miner, loyal
guardian of Schalke players.
Volume levels are starting to rise in the classroom. “No
wonder,” says Bernadetta Lamch, “Don’t forget that
the pupils have been here for seven hours now.” New
mascots pop up on the whiteboard. A dragon from
Ingolstadt, a Wolfsburg wolf, even Emma, the black
and yellow bee from Dortmund. Attila, an eagle, gets
the best shout: “He plays for Eintracht Frankfurt!”

01

02

01

MENTAL EXERCISE Marc Gebler
from FC Schalke 04 combines football
with grammar training.
02

As always, the football half goes by too quickly. Never
mind. Off to the classroom, otherwise there’ll be trouble from the teacher. “In the project, football goes hand
in hand with culture,” says Bernadetta Lamch. “The
children know that, and they respect it.” Obviously, stories have been handed down over the years about
what happens if the kids skip the cultural part of lessons: that would mean no football next time, just
instruction. Bernadetta Lamch and Marc Gebler, both
aged 34, make a good team.
Efe dashes up the steps, at least as fast as a leopard.
His place is up front, just like on the football pitch,

52

Soon, the children’s imaginations are lively enough for
them to do the final exercise of the second half. Bernadetta Lamch asks everyone: “Do you want to draw
your own mascot for our project?” Like the little ones
earlier at the puppet show, they answer with a sustained “Yeeees ” 15 children make 15 different suggestions, including the classics: lion, tiger, leopard.
Interestingly, one of them also wants to draw a goat
“because it’s as stubborn as we are!” Bernadetta
Lamch is pleased with the lively discussion and one
pupil asking if the mascot can have the colours of the
rainbow. “Because that’s what our school is called! And
because we come from so many different countries ”
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The cultural half at Schalke’s lively Rainbow School
comes to a loud and cheerful end. Efe is drawing his
black and orange leopard, but his mum will soon be
there to take him home. “That was a great day,” he
shouts to his teacher. How good that it will soon be
Thursday, a new session of football and a new session
of culture. He’ll get to finish his mascot in honour of
Schalke!

MOTIVATION Bernadetta Lamch
uses football-related topics to open up
the learning content for Efe and his
class.

Efe, the shy little boy who used to be frightened of the
bigger boys and had to repeat his second year, will be
recommended for secondary school for the next
school year.
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Heartfelt
service
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Michael “Charly” Mildenberger is the disability o cer at TSG Hoffenheim.
With his “accessibility team,” he ensures that disabled fans can have a really
special stadium experience at every home match. The Bundesliga’s
“accessible stadium experience” guide is also a big help. By William Harrison-Zehelein
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It’s a bitterly cold Saturday in December outside the
wheelchair-accessible south-east entrance of the
WIRSOL Rhein-Neckar-Arena in Sinsheim: the thermometer reads -1 degree Celsius, but the warm
words with which Michael Mildenberger, TSG Hoffenheim’s disability o cer, welcomes the arriving fans
before his club’s match against Borussia Mönchengladbach make them forget the ice-cold conditions.
“Hey Great to see you again ” says Michael Mildenberger, known as “Charly” to everyone in Hoffenheim,
as he greets a fan in a wheelchair with a great big hug.
This scene is played out several times: he hugs a
wheelchair user, gives a deaf fan a friendly pat on the
shoulder and welcomes a visually-impaired supporter
by stroking his forearm. The mutual respect between
him and the fans is tangible.
Michael Mildenberger, a full-time social care worker
who does this job on a voluntary basis, is great with
people – whether they have a disability or not. “Ultimately, we all have a handicap – some more than others,” he says pensively. The 5 -year-old from Kraichgau with light brown hair and a permanently friendly
demeanour reflects on 0 years of working with disabled people. He lives and loves this job. His aim is to
enable every disabled fan to do as much as possible
during their visit to the stadium.
While the professional footballers kick off at : 0 p.m.,
Michael Mildenberger’s matchday starts in the morning
by coordinating ticketing for disabled fans. Around
midday, he drives to the stadium and prepares such
things as the distribution of electric blankets, teapots
and headsets for blind and visually-impaired fans with
his six-strong “accessibility team” in a small o ce inside
the stadium. In total, Michael Mildenberger and his
team, which includes a wheelchair user and a chaplain,
provide 40 spaces for wheelchair users, nine for visually-impaired people and twelve for deaf and mentally ill
people at the stadium in Sinsheim – and demand is rising. “Demographic change is also apparent here: growing numbers of older people with mobility problems
want to go into the stadium with their wheelchairs and
walkers and enjoy the football,” explains Mildenberger.

come the arriving fans and sell or exchange tickets as
re uired. A wheelchair user shows him her ticket for a
seat in row 22, which is hard for her to get to. That’s
no problem today: Michael Mildenberger ensures that
the woman gets a seat in the wheelchair area that just
happens to be free. “All part of the service,” he says.
When all fans have taken their seats and the match is
under way, he goes through the aisles handing out
steaming tea and warming electric blankets. His offer
is readily accepted today.
Jürgen Döringer also receives a tea in a paper cup. The
52-year-old has been confined to a wheelchair since a
skiing accident eleven years ago and has had a season
ticket in the wheelchair section for several years. His
stadium experience has obviously changed since
becoming disabled: “I have become more dependent.
But that hasn’t made the stadium experience worse –
it’s just different.” Döringer appreciates Michael
Mildenberger’s work. “What Charly does with his team
here is great,” he says. Almost everything is made
possible for disabled fans. “Very good inclusion work
is being done right across German football. I have
never been to a stadium in Germany that is entirely
unsuitable for wheelchair users,” states Döringer
appreciatively.
If people like Michael Mildenberger are not on hand,
Döringer uses the Bundesliga “accessible stadium
experience” guide initiated by the DFL Foundation.
Constantly enhanced in cooperation with the social
organisation Aktion Mensch and the German Federal
Association for Disabled Supporters, the service is
available online at www.barrierefrei-ins-stadion.de.
The guide is geared towards disabled people and

Around two hours before kick-off, he takes up his post
at the wheelchair-friendly south-east entrance to wel-
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ENTHUSIASM Jürgen Döringer
nd t e
o en ei
f ns ee on t ei te
nd
experience all the highs and
o s of t e
t
g inst
Borussia Mönchengladbach.
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01

SERVICE The Bundesliga
“accessible stadium
experience” digital guide
helps people with and
without disabilities
by giving them lots of
information on their visit
to the stadium.

their needs from specially-trained reporters for the
blind. All relevant events on and around the pitch are
described in full and vivid detail for the listeners. “We
try to help every fan in some way,” says Michael
Mildenberger. The high uality of this live reporting,
which is available across all 6 Bundesliga and Bundesliga 2 stadia, is largely down to the centre for visually-impaired and blind reporting “T OHR,” funded
by the DFL Foundation and Aktion Mensch and run by
the organisation AWO-Passgenau. From setting uality standards and issuing manuals to the planned
development of a series of certificates for reporters for
the blind, this centre of expertise aims to ensure and
improve the uality of reporting for blind and
visually-impaired people in Germany.
The final whistle sounds in Sinsheim. Michael Mildenberger and his team gather up the headsets, vibrat-

ing devices and electric blankets. Despite outplaying
Borussia Mönchengladbach, TSG Hoffenheim can
only manage a goalless draw. Michael Mildenberger
didn’t get to see much of the game – but he doesn’t
seem to mind much. For the father of three, each
home match is about something much bigger:
integrating and involving people in football. “People
look for things in common that connect them. Football is a great bridge-builder for society here,” he
says. This conviction empowers and drives him to do
his extremely challenging and time-consuming
work. And he sees something happening: “In recent
years, there has been a far more open and accommodating attitude to disabled people. This is a rming, and shows that we are very much on the right
path here in Germany.” It is a path that leads over
many bridges built by him – and a path that still has
a long way to go.

02

GENERATING
WARMTH
Gisela Hartmann,
Michael Mildenberger
and their colleagues
look after the fans’
well-being on-site.

02

01

provides key information such as ticket-purchasing
details, directions and the location of seats for wheelchair users, blind and visually-impaired people at stadiums in the Bundesliga, Bundesliga 2 and Bundesliga . “The guide is especially useful on away trips,”
says Döringer. To get all the information he needs for
his stadium visit, all he has to do is pick up his smartphone and select the relevant stadium.
The guide provides information such as contact details
of club o cials, stadium plans and various tips for
hotels, restaurants and bars in the area, making it
helpful to all football fans – disabled or not. In the
2017–18 season, over 6 ,000 people used the service and visited the website – around 8,000 more
than in the previous season. Since January 2017, the
guide has also been available in a simplified version
for people with learning di culties and with an audio
service for blind and visually-impaired fans.
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A couple of sections down, while TSG make a substitution, sign-language interpreter Jac ueline Götz, a
colleague of Michael Mildenberger in the “accessibility
team,” presses a button on a mobile device that she
carries in her trouser pocket. Touching this button activates a vibrating device, telling hearing-impaired fans
to look at the video screen to see which player is coming off the pitch. Götz also does this in the event of
decisions by the video assistant referee and to relay
updates from other grounds – in other words, she
passes on all important information that is displayed
on the monitor and that hearing-impaired fans could
miss without a vibrating alert.
A few rows along are the blind and visually-impaired
football fans, who are provided with headsets by
another of Mildenberger’s colleagues, 72-year-old
Gisela Hartmann. With these devices, they can listen
to live reporting specifically geared towards them and
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Projects

PROJECT CATEGORY

PROJECT NAME

Projects

CLUBS INVOLVED

Lernort Stadion e.V.

17

Classroom stadium inclusive

Flagship projects

A Class Act in Sports

Funding projects

Dominik-Brunner-Haus der Johanniter, Munich
Eintracht Frankfurt Pausenliga, Frankfurt/Main

Eintracht Frankfurt

Football meets culture

11

fit4future, Freiburg

Sport-Club Freiburg

36

Kinderlachen e.V., nationwide
KiO Erlebnispädagogik, nationwide

Berliner Abend, Berlin
Bolzplatzliga F43+, Frankfurt/Main

Eintracht Frankfurt

Der Lese-Kicker 2018, nationwide

10

Kölner KinderSportFest 2018, Cologne
MANUS Kinderhaus, Gelsenkirchen, Munich
Spiel; FAIR! – Play; FAIR!, Berlin

Inklusions-Schulprojekt, Nuremberg

1. FC Nürnberg

Inklusive Fußballturniere 2018, nationwide

5

Job-Scorer – Punkten für die Ausbildung, Cologne
Jugend – Trainer – STÄRKEN, Bielefeld, Braunschweig, Dortmund, Frankfurt

4

MitternachtsSport, Berlin and Wuppertal

Hertha Berlin

Small-scale projects

Christmas project, Hoffenheim

TSG 1899 Hoffenheim

Christmas project, Sandhausen

SV Sandhausen

Weltkindertag 2017, Berlin

1. FC Union Berlin,
Hertha Berlin

24h-Lauf, Hanau
Aufbau eines Ballfangkäfigs mit Zubehör in der Inobhutnahme, Auerbach Vogtland
Bolzplatztraining in der Anklamer Südstadt, Anklam

Poldi´s Eleven – das Social Football Summit
Crossing out prejudices – Campaign, nationwide

36

DFB Minispielfeld TSV Burgdorf, Hannover-Burgdorf

Crossing out prejudices – Support of 36 projects, nationwide

36

Fußball in den Bethanien Kinder- und Jugenddörfern, Eltville am Rhine

Crossing out prejudices – Matchday, nationwide

36

Kinderfreizeit teamZUKUNFT, Sargenroth

start2coach – im Tandem auf die Trainerbank, Berlin

Klaus-Peter Müller-Stipendienfonds, Frankfurt/Main

The Ball 2018, nationwide

Schlappekicker Aktion, Frankfurt/Main

Train-the-Trainer

3

Christmas project, Darmstadt

SV Darmstadt 98

“Alle an den Ball” – all inclusive, Hannover-Lehrte

Schwimmen lernen, Amberg-Sulzbach
Spaß und Sport in der Halle – alle gemeinsam, Frankfurt/Main
Werder Cup, Bremen

Ausstattung einer Flüchtlingsmannschaft – TUS Köln rrh. 1874 e.V., Cologne

ELITE SPORT

Champions e.V. – Lernen und Sport mit Identifikationsfiguren, Bonn

Flagship projects

Youth Elite Olympic funding

Deutsche Meisterschaft der BBW “Gemeinsam Chancen nutzen,” Dortmund

Youth Elite Paralympic funding

Durch Sport in Deutschland Kontakte knüpfen und Fuß fassen, Schwalbach

Youth Elite event funding
Junior athlete of the year

Fitness im Viertel, Hildesheim
Funding projects

Fußball und mehr ... inklusives Fußballcamp 2018, Frankfurt/Main

Short film for the good of Paralympic sports
2018 World Para Athletics European Championships, Berlin

Hilfen für unbegleitete minderjährige Flüchtlinge, Dusseldorf
Small-scale projects

Inklusionsfahrt zum Hamburger SV, Hannover
Internationale Wochen gegen Rassismus, nationwide

36

Jubiläum Frankfurter SportStiftung

NETWORK AND EXCHANGE

Junger Fußball in Berlin – all together!, Berlin
Kicking for Change, Munich
LERNHILFE NORDWEST E.V., FRANKFURT/MAIN

T OHR (ehemaliges ualifizierungs- und Expertenzentrum
für Sehbehinderte und Blinde (QuSEB))

3

CSR-Vollversammlung 2017/18, Gelsenkirchen

36

OTHER PROJECTS

Mehr als die Eroberung des Balls, Leipzig
mittendrin!, Hamburg

StiftungsTag in Osnabrück

Motivation für Integration, Hamburg and Lüneburg

Festival 17, Cologne

Pforzheimer Bolzplatzliga – Fußball macht Freunde, Pforzheim

Fußballiade 2019, Landshut

Skyline Soccer, Frankfurt/Main

Robert-Enke-Stiftung, Hannover

SPORTverbindet “Gemeinschaft schafft Hoffnung,”
Bensheim, Heppenheim, Lindenfels

Skatehalle, Dresden

VfBfairplay matchday, Stuttgart
Christmas project for homeless people, Frankfurt/Main

Annual Report of the DFL Foundation 2017–18

Hertha Berlin

sportZeit – Bewegungsprojekt an Grund- und Förderschulen, nationwide

Gesellschaftlicher Zusammenhalt, nationwide
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4

23

Fußball für Vielfalt, nationwide

Small-scale projects

CLUBS INVOLVED

Welcome to football
Bundesliga “accessible stadium experience” guide
Funding projects

PROJECT NAME

GROWING UP HEALTHY AND ACTIVE

INTEGRATION AND PARTICIPATION
Flagship projects

PROJECT CATEGORY

Summer School: “Soziales Unternehmertum im Nordkaukasus”
VfB Stuttgart

The Football Club Social Alliance
Uwe Seeler-Stiftung, Hamburg
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AND CORPORATE
AMBASSADORS
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Committees

Committees

Committees
and corporate
ambassadors of the
DFL Foundation
The committees of the DFL Foundation define the strategic orientation
of the foundation. They set out guidelines and focal points.
Supported by the Foundation Board and the trustees, the Executive
Board decides on the implementation of initiatives and projects.

The Foundation Board of the DFL Foundation (from left to right):
Christian Pfennig, Head of Corporate and Brand Communication, Public Affairs,
and member of the DFL management team Dr. Reinhard Rauball, President of
DFL e.V. and Borussia Dortmund as well as Chairman of the Foundation Board of
the DFL Foundation Peter Peters, 1st Vice President of DFL e.V., Deputy
Chairman of the Supervisory Board of DFL GmbH and Head of Finance and
Organisation at FC Schalke 04 Fritz Keller, member of the Supervisory Board of
DFL GmbH and President of Sport-Club Freiburg Christian Seifert, DFL CEO and
Deputy Chairman of the Foundation Board of the DFL Foundation.

Stefan Kiefer, chairman of the board

Jörg Degenhart, member of the board
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
The foundation’s Executive Board is responsible
for day-to-day activities. Its members are
appointed by the Foundation Board, and manage
the foundation and its resources. In addition,
it develops the strategic orientation, devises
funding guidelines and prepares and implements
budget plans.
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FOUNDATION BOARD
The Foundation Board is the senior foundation body.
It advises and assists the DFL Foundation in terms
of content, and monitors the activities of the foundation’s Executive Board. Its members are appointed for
a three-year term by the Executive Board of DFL
Deutsche Fu ball Liga e.V. and the management
team of DFL Deutsche Fu ball Liga GmbH, the two
benefactors of the DFL Foundation. The DFL Presi-

dent is the ex-o cio Chair of the Foundation Board.
His deputy is the CEO of DFL GmbH. The Foundation
Board acts as a supervisory and steering body whose
duties include appointing and discharging the
foundation’s Executive Board and approving the
funding guidelines prepared by the Executive Board.
Monitoring the use of the foundation’s resources is
another of its tasks.
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Committees

Trustees
The DFL Foundation is delighted to have prominent
ambassadors from the worlds of politics, sport,
business and society on its board as trustees. The
trustees advise the foundation’s Executive Board and
Foundation Board on fundamental matters that affect
the foundation. As public figures and opinion-formers,
they represent the foundation’s principles, ideas
and projects in society. In doing so, they use their
networks and support the DFL Foundation’s activities
by applying their experience. The trustees are
appointed for a three-year term on the recommendation of the Chairman of the Foundation Board.
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Dr. h. c. Fritz Pleitgen

Klaus-Peter Müller

Wolfgang Niedecken

Tom Bender

Heiner Brand

Eberhard Gienger

Dunja Hayali

Britta Heidemann

Marcel Reif

Dr. h. c. Gerhard Schröder

Dr. Eckart von Hirschhausen

Maria Höfl-Riesch

Werner E. Klatten

Joachim Król

Matthias Steiner

Dr. Dr. h. c. Edmund Stoiber

Peter Lohmeyer

Peter Maffay

Christoph Metzelder

Magdalena Neuner

Günter Weigl

Christian Wulff
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THE DFL FOUNDATION MOURNS
THE LOSS OF TOM BENDER
We were shocked and saddened to learn of
the death of Tom Bender. Born in Dusseldorf,
Tom Bender passed away on 10 August
2018 aged just 52. From 2008 to 2014,
he was CEO of the DFL Foundation (then
known as the “Bundesliga Foundation”).
He subse uently served as a trustee. Our
deepest sympathy goes out to Tom Bender’s
wife and two children. Several months on,
his death has still not sunk in. We often think
of him, and will never forget his friendly
manner, his sense of humour and his wholehearted commitment to the DFL Foundation.
Since the DFL Group since was founded in
2001, Tom Bender had served in several
capacities, including as DFL CEO, a member
of the Executive Board of DFL e.V. (then
known as the “Ligaverband”) and as Managing Director of DFL Digital Sports GmbH.
Previously, he worked as a sports journalist
for the likes of Axel Springer Verlag, Sky and
tm . Most recently, Tom Bender was Managing Director of Rheinische Post Verlagsgesellschaft mbH.
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The Board
of Trustees
at work

Christoph Metzelder supported the ball roadshow
“The Ball,” an anti-exclusion
initi ti e
en it sto ed o
at “Classroom stadium” in
Gelsenkirchen. (April 2018,
FC Schalke 04 training
ground, Gelsenkirchen)

Gremien

On 12 August, the Board of Trustees of the
DFL Foundation met at the Museumsufer in
Frankfurt for its annual meeting.

Matthias Steiner (centre) with CEO Stefan
Kiefer at the DFL Foundation’s Christmas
appeal for chronically ill children and young
people before SV Sandhausen’s home match
against Holstein Kiel. (December 2017,
BWT-Stadion am Hardtwald, Sandhausen)

n f ont of n udien e of gu es f o t e o ds of o iti s
sport and society, Dunja Hayali chaired a discussion with
(from left to right) Dr Reinhard Rauball, Marcel Reif and Pablo
Thiam at the DFL Foundation’s Berlin evening. Tom Bender,
Eberhard Gienger, Wolfgang Niedecken and Dr Fritz Pleitgen
were also there. (March 2018, Haus der Commerzbank, Berlin)

Wolfgang Niedecken in a Sky interview
on the “Crossing out prejudices” initiative
ahead of the Bundesliga match between
1. FC Köln and Bayer 04 Leverkusen.
Marcel Reif also promoted social cohesion
on the Sport1 programme “Doppelpass.”
(March 2018, RheinEnergieSTADION, Cologne)

Magdalena Neuner (left) passed on her professional
and personal experience to young athletes such
as track cyclist Pauline Grabosch (right) at the
DFL Foundation’s Youth Elite meeting ahead of
the 2017 Supercup. (August 2017, Westfalenhallen
congress centre, Dortmund)
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Klaus-Peter Müller (right) with Mayor of Frankfurt
Peter Feldmann (left) and the winners of the Frankfurt
Bolzplatzliga F43+, which stands for fairness, tolerance
and non-violence (October 2017, Commerzbank-Arena,
Annual Report of the DFL Frankfurt)
Foundation 2017–18

Joachim Król served on the Lese-Kicker jury
alongside DFL Foundation celebrity
ambassador Manuel Neuer. The Lese-Kicker is
a prize awarded by LitCam in recognition
of the best football book for children
and young people. (June 2018, German
Football Museum, Dortmund)
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Ambassadors

Ambassadors

Celebrity
ambassadors
of the DFL
Foundation
Prominent sportspeople
support the DFL Foundation
through their high profile
and role-model status.
As celebrity ambassadors,
they apply their public
influence, experience and
network to address key
social issues in conjunction
with the DFL Foundation.
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MANUEL NEUER
Manuel Neuer has been a celebrity ambassador of the
DFL Foundation since 2014. The former World Cup
and European U21 Championship winner, named the
world’s best goalkeeper on four occasions, has been
helping socially-disadvantaged children and young
people with his Manuel Neuer Kids Foundation since
2010. Growing up in the Ruhr region had a lasting
effect on him: “Schoolmates asked me for my packed
lunch or couldn’t go on school trips for financial
reasons.” His foundation has built a youth centre
called MANUS for disadvantaged children. It is
situated in his home town of Gelsenkirchen, and is
supported by the DFL Foundation. Another centre is
planned. Manuel Neuer is aware of the social
responsibility of professional football: “We bear a
great responsibility, and it is simply our duty to take
our opportunities to ensure the wellbeing of
disadvantaged people.” With FC Bayern München and
FC Schalke 04, Manuel Neuer has won many major
honours, including the Champions League, six
German league championships and four DFB-Pokal
trophies. He was awarded the Silver Laurel Leaf in
2010 and 2014.

Annual Report of the DFL Foundation 2017–18

NALDO
Ronaldo Aparecido Rodrigues has been an
integration ambassador for the DFL Foundation
since 2017. Most people know him as “Naldo.”
The Copa América winner and two-time winner
of the DFB Pokal gained dual Brazilian and
German nationality in 2014. His journey is an
outstanding example of successful integration
of a professional player. Naldo lived in Germany
for 14 years. His two children were born there
and support the German national team. Naldo
also feels at home in his adopted country:
“I am German,” he says. “I hope that my
experiences help people of different origin to
become part of our society.” Naldo played
for SV Werder Bremen and VfL Wolfsburg.
Until January 2019, the central defender was
at FC Schalke 04. In conjunction with the
DFL Foundation, he promoted social cohesion in
the context of the “Crossing out prejudices”
initiative from March 2018. “This is an important
issue,” says Naldo. “We need to fight for a better
future and always be positive.”

MARKUS REHM
Markus Rehm has been an inclusion ambassador
of the DFL Foundation since 2015. He lost his
right leg at the age of 14 when it got caught in a
boat’s propeller during wakeboard training.
Around ten years after the accident, he won gold
at the London Paralympics: no other long-jumper
could beat his distance of 7.35 metres. He chalked
up two more gold medals in Rio de Janeiro in
2016 – in the long jump and the 4 x 100 metres
relay. His message to young people with and
without a disability is clear: “Despite a supposed
handicap in life, you can achieve a huge amount.”
Markus Rehm holds the para long jump record
of 8.48 metres. He jumps further with
one leg than most people do with two. He was
named para athlete of the year in 2014, and
was awarded the Silver Laurel Leaf in 2016.
Markus Rehm is a dedicated campaigner for a
more inclusive society that follows what he sees
as the example of little boys and girls: “Children
have an instinct for inclusion,” he says. “They
accept each other just as they are. We should
continue in that vein.”
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